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FOR THE USIVERSALIST MAGAZINE. 


H. Ballou’s reply to Mr. Jacob Tidd. 
(Continued.] 


Sir, —According to my promise in my last, f present 
you with my views on the passage in the Sth of John. 
This is quoted verbatim from my printed Sermon on 
that text, which accounts for its being addressed to 
hearers, and for its reference to a former discourse. 

The arguments to which we have attended in this 
discourse, are designed to show that the text under 
consideration ought not be applied in the usual way, 
by showing that the doctrine supported by it when so 
used is not true. The arguments now designed will go 
to show that the scriptures make use of words signify- 
ing a resurrection, in a figurative sense, when nothing 
beyond this mortal state is intended, that the passage 
under consideration is of this description ; and that it 
it proved to be so by comparing it with other passages 
which evidently have their application in time, and also 
by comparing it with passages which speak of a resur- 
rection into an immortal state, by observing the differ- 
ence there is between the two classes. 

That our text evidently belongs to that class of scrip 
tures which speaks of a spiritual resurrection, or of a re- 
-urrection which has no allusion to a future state of be- 
ing may be seen by attending to the context, which 
reads as follows; * Verily, verily, | say unto you, he 
that heareth my word, and believeth on him that sent 
me, hath everlasting life, and shall not come into con- 
demnation, but is passed from death unto life.’ Here 

t is perfectly plain that the death from which the be 
Nevers had passed was of a moral, and not a litera! 
kind ; and it is perfectly plain also that the life into 
which they had already entered was of a spiritual na- 
ture, which believers enjoy by the means of believing in 
the word of Jeens in the present tense. And it is fur- 
thermore evident that the condemnation mentioned in 
the passage already quoted is a condemnation which ts 
the consequvace of unbelief in the present life, and is 
the same as is signified by the following wards of Jesus ; 
‘- He that believeth not is condemned already.”? The 
next words to those quoted from our context are the 
following; ** Verily, verily, | say unto you, the hour is 
coming, and now is, when the dead shall hear the voice 
of the Son of God, and they that hear shall live. For 
as the Father hath life in himself, so hatb he given to 
the Son to have life in himself, and hath given him au- 
thority to execute judgment also, because he is the Son 
of man.” It is abundantly evident that the Saviour 
still continued to speak of the dead in trespasses and 
sins, of their hearing and believing his word, and of the 
spiritual life which faith in the gospel wrought in them. 
And it is also evident that bis authority, which he here | 
mentions, to execute judgment, administers that con- | 
demnation into which the unbeliever is brought. 

Our text follows the words last quoted ; ‘* Marvel) 








‘by the resurtection of the dry bones in the valley of 
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his voice and live, he now means the carnal state of 
carnal minds by the graves from which the dead were 


to come forth. 
That the word graves is used figuratively in the scrip- 


ture we learn from the 37th of Ezekiel, where the pro- 
phet represents the return of the captivity of Israel 
from the countries where they had been scattered, first 


vision,—and secondly, by britiging thei out of their 
graves. And here we may remark, that there would 
be the same propriety in understanding the prophet te 
mean a figurative resurrection by the dry bones, repre- 
senting the return of Israel’s captivity ; but when he 
speaks of bringing them out of their graves, to mean 
their resurrection from their literal graves into an im- 
mortal state, as there is in explaining our text and con 
text in the usual way. 

There is a passage in the 12th of Danic] which com- 
mentators very justly consider a paralle! passage with 
our text; it reads as follows; ** And at that time shall 
Michael stand up, the great prince which standeth for 
the children of thy people ; and tkere shall be a time 
of trouble, such as never was since there was a nation | 
even to that same time: and at that time thy people 
shall be delivered, every one that shall be found writ- 
ten in the book. And many of them that sleep in the 
dust of the earth, shail awake, some to everlasting life, 
and some to shame end everlasting contempt.” It 
seems reasonable to suppose, that as Jesus came to ful- 
fil the law and the prophets, he had his eye on this pas- 
sage in Daniel when he spake the words of our text; 
and that he meant by those who were in the graves the 
same as Daniel meant by those who were asleep in the 
dust of the earth; and by those, who should come 
forth to the resurrection of life, he meant the same as 
Daniel did by those who should awake from the dust of 
the earth to everlasting life; and by those who should 
come forth to the resurrection of cendemnation, the 
same as Danie] meant by those, who should come forth 
unto shame and everlasting contempt. 

Will the hearer now say that all this may be, and 
that both Danie] and the Saviour were speaking of the 
resurrection of mankind to a state of immortal happi- 
ness and misery in a future world? To this we reply, 
when Jesus spoke to his disciples of the destruction of 
Jerusalem, and of the calamities which should shortly 
come on the Jews, he uses the words of Daniel nearly 
verbatim, when he speaks of the time of trouble. By 











this circumstance we are instructed that both Daniel 
aud the Saviour spake of the same time and of the same 
events, and that that time was when Jerusalem was de- 
stroyed by the Romans. 
The true meaning of the words of Jesus and of the. 
passage in Danie) appears to be this ; those Jews who 
listened to the mild voice of the gospel, proclaimed by . 
Christ and his apostles, came forth from spiritual] death 
to the life of faith in the new covenant; but those Jews, 
who rejected the doctrine of salvation, crucified the | 


———————— 
the account given of the resurrection into a state of 
immortality, which we find in several passages and 
which were boticed in our last lecture. 

In the account of the resurrection noticed in our text, 
some are raised to life, and some to condemnation; and 
this account we have seen agrees so well with the tes- 
timony quoted from Daniel, that ne doubt remains that 
the Saviour and the prophet spake of the same event. 
But can we make St. Paul’s account. of the resurrec- 
tion of all mankind into an immortal state, agree with 
these several testimonies so as to be satisfied that the 
apostle was treating on the same subject of which Dan- 
ie] and the Saviour treated ? 

Jesus says; that they who have done good shall 
come forth to the resurrection of life, and they that 
have done evil to the resurrection of damnation. Dan- 
ie] says; ‘‘ And many of them that sleep in the dust ef 
the earth shall come forth, some to everlasting life, and 
some to shame and everlasting contempt.” St. Paul 
says; *‘ Asin Adam all die even so in Christ shall al! 
be made alive.’ And he is particular in stating the 
constitution which all men will receive in the resurrec- 
tion of which he speaks. It is spiritual, incorruptible, 
immortal, and glorious; it is the image of the Lord 
from heaven. He makes no distinction. He says 
nothing of the good works of some and the evil works 
of others. His testimony is, in fact, directly against 
any distinction or difference in that immortal state.— 
All are made alive in Christ; and as this life is spiritual, 
incorruptible and immortal, this testimony agrees with 
the testimony of Jesus to the Sadducees on the same 
subject of the resurrection, in which he says, that in the 
resurrection they ate the children of God, equal unte 
the angels, and can die no more. 

In his debate with the Sadducees, Jesue gave no in- 
timation that any would rise from the dead te a state of 
condemnation, but was pafticular in saying that all live 
unto God. 

In our present light of this subject, we can plainly 
see, that by supposing that Jesus spake im our text of 
the same subject of which he spake in his reply to the 
Sadducees, we make him contradict himself. And by 
supposing that our text is a testimony of the same event 
of which St. Pau] spake in bis argument on the resur- 
rection in the 15th of the first of Corinthians, we set 
the testimony of Jesus and St. Paul at an irreconcilable 


vartance. 
Our present subject may be represented by supposing, 


that a traveller returns to this town from the state of 
Vermont, and informs us that in consequence of a dis- 
turbance among the convicts in the State prison, the 
prisoners were all breught out under sufficient guarde, 
to be examined and tried for theirconduct. This trial, 
our traveller informs us, finally terminated in the soli- 
tary confinement of a large number of the leaders of the 
disturbance, but in the liberation from prison of many 


who were found to be meritorious in their conduct, in. 


endeavoring to suppress and prevent the wicked de- 


not at this; for the hour is coming, in the which, all) Saviour, and persecuted his apostles, were those who | signs of the others. 


that are in the graves shal] hear his voice, and shall | 


come forth; they that have done good unto the resur- 


rection of life; and they that Lave done evi) unto the | 
resurrection of damnation.» Now as it is asknowledg- | ' 
ed by all that Jesus was speaking dguratively in the | 80 particularly pointed out in the 24th and 25th chap- 
context, until he came to the words of our text, it seems | ters of Matthew; and which was illustrated in our lec- 
entirely unwarranted to make him now, all of a sudden, | ture on that subject. 


speak of a literal resurrection. It is altogether more 


reasonable to suppose, that as he meant the dead in a | resurrection from this mortal to an immortal state, may 
mora! or spiritual sense, by the dead who shou!d hear! be made to appear by comparing the account of it with 


bad done evil, and they were roused from the dormant 
state in which they lay, as in a covenant of death and 
a refuge of lies, by the voice of judgment and come 
forth to the resurrection of that condemnation which is 


That the resurrection under consideration is not a 





This traveller being a man of respectable standing in 
society, and of undoubted reputation, no one is dispos-, 
ed to doubt the truth of the testimony which he has 
given on this subject. Not Jong after having this in- 
formation in the way here related, our traveller returns 
from a tour through New-Hampshire, and informs us 
that the new governor in that state has seen cause to 
set all the prisoners in the state at liberty, and that he 
was an eye witness of the fact. For want of proper 
caution some of us now confound the two feports, and 
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think that these s€veral rela 
took place relative to the prisoners in Vermont. 

In this way we should make the testimony of our 
iraveller destroy itself and the veracity of its author 
And yet his whole testimony in both cases, when un- 
derstood according to the different subjects related, and 
the proper distinctions preserved according to the 
plainest sense of the several accounts given, all appears 
clear and without the least contradiction. 

‘By applying, in an indiscriminate manner, those pas- 
sages of scripture which specially belong to the tempor- 
al, mutual state of man in this life, and those which 
speak of an immortal state, all to the future existence 
of mankind, the greatest absurdities have been sup- 
ported by the scriptures. In the same way the dispute 
between those who contend for salvation by the agen- 
ay of the creature, and those who maintain that works 





tiens are concerning what 





are out of the question relative to salvation has been 
protracted for ages in the christian church. And yet 
if the passages of scripture, which are quoted on both | 


sides of the argument were applied to their respective | 


subjects there would be no room for dispute or occasion | 
for any difference of sentiment. 
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Mr. Editor, —‘* Justitia” bas, at length, concluded 
his remarks upon the prophecy of the destruction of 
Jerusalem. In one of his numbers he endeavored to 
teach us that this prophecy alluded to a great and final 
day of judgment ina future state. He informed us, 
that, if we were dissatisfied with this, he would take up 
and explain the prophecy from beginningtoend. * M. 
B. B.”? your correspondent, solicited from ** Justitia” 
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Reply to ‘ Justitia’s’ communication of April 6th. 

Dear Sir,— You attempt to show that the harvest, in 
John iv 35, is not the same as in Mat. xiii 39. 

All the proof, however, to this effect, which I dis. 
cover in your communication, is your simple assertion, 
that “It is very evident that, when our Saviour says, 
‘there are yet four months and then cometh harvest,’ ” 
(which he did not say) and that the ‘ fields are white to 


an exposition of the whole prophecy. Our hearts then | harvest,’ (which should have been white already to har 
beat high io expectation of seeing strong arguments to/| vest) be meant to intimate that the time was at hand 


prove that this prophecy alluded to a day of retribu- 
tion in a future state. We waited number after num- 





when he shoud eat that ‘* meat which (hey knew not 
of ;*’ (the meat that he had always eaten, in doing the 


ber for him to take up the subject. But our surprize | will of bis Father; as per verse 34th) or, in other words, 


was indescribable when we read his words in conelusion. 
He says that the prophecy relates throughout, in ws 


his solemn affirmation. He then says that it may (not 
must) be considered, and was perhaps intended by Je- 
sus, as a type and an emblem of the dissolution of the 
world. Here is the winding up of this momentous sub- 


For instance, the account we have of the judgment |Ject- After draging us through number after number 


in the 25th of Matthew preceeds according to the | 
works of those who are judged; and those who are | 
welcome to the kingdom, are justified according to' 
their works, and those who are sentenced to punish- 
ment are so condemned according to their conduct.— 
Now as this passage is applied to the eternal state of'| 
the unseen world, by both parties in the dispute just 
named, those who rest the final justification of the | 
creature on his works seem to have a decided adyan- 
tage in the dispute. And it is all in vain for the oppo- 
ser to try to reconcile this passage with his notion of | 
justifying the creature to everlasting life in the eterna) 
world without any reference to his good works in this 
world. This he will not attempt to do; but in order 
to do away the force of this judgment, he quotes some 
passages which speak of grace to the exclusion of 
works; such as the following; ** Who bath saved us 
and called us witb an holy calling, not according to 
our works, but according to his own purpose aad grace. 
Not by works of righteousness which we have done, 
but according to his mercy he saved us. By grace are 
ye saved, through faith, and that not of yourselves, it is 
the gift of God. Not of works lest any man should 
boast. Now to him that worketh the reward is not 
reckoned of grace but of debt; but to him that work- 
eth not, but believeth on him who justifieth the ungod- 
ly, his faith is counted unto him for righteousness.” — 

As it is perfectly evident that these passages, on the 
very face of them, were designed to set forth the grace 
and salvation of God in a way to exclude the works of 
the saved as the ground of such salvation, the argument 
now fairly turns in favor of the other side ; for here are 
more passages than the one brought in favor of the con- 
trary side. (To be continued.) 
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Mr. Editor,—St. Paul, in his epistle to Timothy, ex- 
horts us to pray for all men—should any of the “ all 
men,” agreeably to the belief of many, be punished 
either temporally or eternally, how can the prayers of 
those, who piously pray without wrath or doubling, re- 
ceive an answer of peace ? 

The scriptures, sir, enceurage us to “ ask,” for in 
asking ** ye shal] receive.” Now, the first request the 
christian should make for “‘ all men,” ought to be for 
* MERCY—not sacrifice.”* According to the defini- 
tion of the word mercy in my Dictionary, it means an 
“unwillingness to punish, PARDON, and tenderness.” 
This Mercy-is handed to us by our lovely Saviour, di- 
sect from the Father of the spirits of allfesh. JOHN 

* Matthew ix 13, | ‘ 








to prove a proposition, he ends with a **PERHAPS” it 
may be so. Lo! the mountain labored and brought 
forth a--MOUSE. We presume he now thinks he has 
fulfilled his promise. 

He, however, says, ‘‘ that, let this be as it may, it is 
of very little importance, so long as testimony from ho- 
ly writ, clear as the noon day svn, can be adduced to 
substantiate the fact of future punishment,’* We now 
call upon him for this testimony. If he thinks he has 
given it to us, we wish him to shew us where. But we 
wish to give him to understand also, that we shall not 
take a “* perhaps”? as sufficient proof; fox if this be 
proof, we have had it. W. 
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Mr. Editor,—If ‘* John’? will prove by any good au- 
thority that fulure punishment and elernal punishment 
are necessarily the same, and that if a man be unre- 
conciled to God and ignorant of Christ after death, then 


‘he must remain so to al} /uture ages; then it will be 


the duty of those who believe in future punishment to 
admit that sin will exist in the eternal (¢mmu/able) 
world, but not till then : because, by admitting future 
punishment, we do not acmit it in av immutable state. 
Having assumed, without proof, the ground, that sin 
cannot be punished after it is committed, and that pun- 
ishment, if it exist in a future state, must of necessity 
be endless; he attempts to prove his doctrine of no fu- 
ture misery, by Rom. vi 23, ** The wages of sin is 
death,”? and reasons from it, thus; ‘* If the sinner re- 
ceives his wages, which the apostle affirms is death; of 
course the account is settled, amd the debtor is free 
from any more death, on that score.” ‘* Any more 
death !”? But he should have showed that he is free 
from any death! If a man die and go into the grave, 
as the punishment for sin, is he therefore free from 
death ? 

Mr. Editor,—-i do most sincerely and devoutly thank 
God for the unspeakable gift of his Son; and rejoice 
that Jesus will, in due time, deliver us from sin, not by 
our death, but by the righteousness of God, which is by 
faith, and from deaih by the gift of eternal life. 

A READER, 


ep 


It is harder to avoid censure than to gain applause ; 
for this may be done by v2 great or wise»action in an 
age; but to escape censure, aman must pass bis whole 
life, without saying or doing one ill or foolish thing. 


He who resigns the world, is in constant possession 
of a serene mind; but he who follows the pleasures of 
it, meets with nothing but remorse and confusion. 





the time was soon to arrive when be should suffer the 
ignominious death ef the cross.” Am | to understand 


primary and siriciest sense, to the destruction of the; you that the death, which Christ should snffer, was 
| temple, city, and government of Jerusalem. This is 


what he meant by the harvest which was then at hand ? 
Was Christ the field which were then white already to 
harvest? In Mat. xijith, Christ says the field is the 
world, and harvest the end of it. (Not the end of the 
natural world, [Kosmos] but the end of the age or dis- 
pensation, rendered world from the Greek azonos.) 

Now | conceive there ought to be something more 
than mere assertion to show that the words fields and 
harvest, in this place, have a meaning different from the 
same words iu the parable of the tares, 

The preceding verses, from the 21st onward, show 
that Christ was speaking of the different dispensations ; 
viz. the Mosaic, which consisted in outward worship, 
and the Christian, which consists im spiritual worship. 
It was very natural, therefore, for him to represent the 
nearness of the time when these dispensations should 
change ; which I conceive he did in the passage in 
question. The time was so near when that aionos 
[world] should close that he forbid the disciples to look 
far forward into the futurity forthe event; adding, 
‘“ the fields are white already to harvest.’> Ifhe meant 
his crucifixion, as you suppose, ! stil] do not see how 
that proves that it was not the end of the world; for 
‘* Now once, in the end of the world, [aiones] hath he 
appeared to put away sin by the sacrifice of himse}f.” 
Heb. ix 26. These suggestions | think will lead you 
to see that we still need the admonition to be applied, 
** Whose readeth let him understand;*’ not by any 
means, however, to indicate that we are in the least 
** diaffected,” as you suggest. J. Bere, 


S99) 
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To the Editor of the Magazine, 

Sir,—The note, signed * H. Ballou,’ which appeared 
in your last number, is of a character to require a re- 
ply from ‘ Restorationist’ or some one who approved of 
the proposals which he offered some time since, for a 
statement of the evidence for and against the doctrine 
of future punishment. As one, | was pleased with the 
proposals, conceiving that they were fair, candid and 
liberal, and that they presented a plan better calculat- 
ed to elicit truth, and edify the public, than direct con- 
iroversy, whith sometimes leads the disputants far 
from the real merits of the question at issue, and be- 
wilders, instead of enligiitening the reader. 1 have still 
the same view of the plan as at first. I believe those 
proposals were sincere, and consistent with honor, and 
that they expressed the real design of the person who 


‘| drafted, and of those who countenanced them; and 


1 had not a thought of their being exceptionable to any. 
The practice of writing over a fictitious signature is 
qvite common, and ‘ Restorationist’ had as good a right 


as others, to adopt the practice. his right may not 


be very important, nor the surrender of it a serious 
evil. But when the names of the persons, engaged in 
the above mentioned proposals, were required without 
substantial reasons, a refusal to give them might be ex- 
pected. A compliance, ip this case, would have been 
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an of servile ob-cquiousnesrs to a requimtion, mace 
without suitable reasons, and therefore presenting no | 
oblications to comply with it. 

Mr. Ballou ‘‘ is under a mistake,” if he supposes, | 
that any man’s name, connected with those proposals, 
is withheld from the motives which he suggests. He} 
intimates in his note, that ‘“* waving entirely what” | 
those persons ‘may think of their sinceRITY, the 
opinion which they entertain of their HonoR will never | 
let them see any GoopD REASON why their real names! 
shuld be given to the public.” This is not only aj 
mi-take, but if [ understand its meaning, gives an in- 
sidious thrust at the ** sincerity” of the persons alluded 
to, and conveys the idea, that being conscious of hav- 
ing acted dishonorably, they are unwiiling to give up 
their names. This insinuation may wound, but will not 
convince. 

Mr. Ballou speaks of his “‘ respect’? for those who 
had an agency in the proposals. He may rest assured, 





lw; 


on my sentiments in the * Christian Repository,’ 


which corculates in the neighboring towns ; and several 


| mouths since the disunion began in the Magazine ; and, 
' 


as | am conscicus that nobody will be injured by the 
triumph of truth, | wish te have such discussion con- 
tinue, beileving that its tendency is to bring truth to 


light. 
You say, further, that J. B.’s * pretended arguments 
in favor of no future punishment have not the weight of 


a pin in your mind.’ J conclude, sir, that the true rea- 
son why they have not is, that your mind is too pro- 
found to admit of so trifling an operation as pin-weigh- 
ing : 

You say, ‘ He is informed, however, that | intend no 
controversy with him on this subject, unless he is dis- 
posed to meet me on the ground which | have proposed.’ 
This 1 eertainly should do if you bad proposed any 
ground of controversy at all, unless indeed’ there were 
something altogether unequal about it; but you have 





thatif the language just quoted, forms a standard, by | 
which we may judge of the nature and degree of his! 
‘* respect,” it is already measured and duly appreciated, 
hy at least one— FRIEND TO THE PROPOSALS. 
— + 
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Reply to the remarks of ‘ Restorationist’ of Apri] 13th. 

Dear Sir,—You say your proposals, of March 16th, 
‘are as liberal as the nature of tle case could possibly 
admit,’ and that you are ‘ fully persuaded that no man 
would be disposed to object to them who was himself 
conscious of the strength and soundness of his own 
cause.’ I shall not be so iljiberal as to suppose that 
you do not esteem those proposals liberal. But, in 
whatever light you may esteem them yourself, I cannot 
consider them so ‘liberal as the nature of the ease 
could possibly admit; for the nature of the case ad- 
mits of the question’s being liberally discussed ; but 
your proposals preclude all discussien. 

Your first proposal was ‘ That a brief statement of 
the evidence, thst all misery is confined to this life, be 
written, by one who believes in that doctrine, and pub- 
lished in the Magazine ; and that we will engage a sim- 
ilar communication in proof that misery wil] extend be- 
yond death.’ To this I stated my objections in a for- 
mer paper. Your third proposal is, ‘ That both these 
communications shall be submitted to the public, to 
draw their own conclusions, without any controversial 
replies on either side.’ A compliance with this would 
deprive the subject of all discussion, and thus would 


~ender the compliance itself a perfectly useless proce- 


dute. A statement ‘of the evidence that all misery is 
confined to this life,’ is already made in the scriptures, 
as we say, and the contrary as yousay. The scriptur- 
al statement of this evidence, in my opinion, cannot be 
improved, and will not admit of a substitute. 
scripture statements should stand as they are; but a 
tiberal discussion of them is necessary to the right un- 
Jerstandivg of them. The value of truth, perhaps, de- 
pends in a great measure on the labor necessary to ac- 
quire it. To take any measure therefore to suspend 
this labor, as a bare statement without discussion would 
do, would be an illiberal injury to truth itself. Ido not 
suppose the acquisition of truth, without labor, would 
be any better food for the mind, than natural food is to 
the indolent. 

I have no wish therefore to have free discussion im-" 
peded or suspended. I should be glad to have ‘ Re- 
storationist’ consider me opposed to his proposals on such 
grounds as the above, and not on the illiberal ground 
that |! am not ‘conscious of the strength and soundness 
of my own cause.’ 

You say, ‘1 wish not to anticipate the subject as J. 
B, has done.’ How a subject could be anticipated, af- 
ter it has been in discussion many months, I. cannot 
conceive. It is perhaps a year since I saw an attack 


Phe | 


not only proposed no ground of controversy at all, but 
you have proposed to foreclose the controversy. You 
say, ‘If he wishes a long dispute about the terms of 
the controversy, in order to evade the main question, 
he may occupy the field unmolested.’ Here, sir, you 
accuse me of trying to evade just what, a little before, 
you charged me with trying to anticipate, or of having 
anticipated. I hope you will now exonerate me from 
at least one of these charges, or show me how a person 
can anticipate that which he tries to evade. With af- 
fection and respect which I hope nothing may inter- 
rupt | am, dear sir, your brother in Christ. J. BY¥****, 
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Mr. Editor,—The following circumstances, which 
show the spirit and boasted liberality of the Unitarian 
party in New-England, you have liberty, if you think 
proper, to publish. 

In the town of Shirley, (Mass.) there are three reli- 
gious societies, viz. Congregationalists, Universalists, 
and Shakers. The Congregationalist society, in conse- 
quence of the establishment of the Universalist society, 
has become considerably diminished in number and 
property, and even among the number who now re- 
main, there is not more than one out of ten who believe 
in the doctrine of endless punishment. In this situa- 
tion, it will at once be perceived, that it is very hard 
| for them to support a society in opposition to the Uni- 
versalists. Accordingly, it has become a very cau- 
tious measure with them to raise a small sum of money 
for the support of preaching, to prevent their members 
| from deserting and joining where t:eir conscience calls. 

In this critical condition, wishing to keep their socie- 
ty together and suppress the Universalists, the ** Evan- 
gelical Missionary Society,’ (an Unitarian Institution) 
has stepped forward to their assistance. From this 
source the Congregationalist society has received as- 
sistance for two years past. 

Now, it isa well known fact, that most, if not all, of 
the Jeaders of the Unitarian party are positive unbe- 
lievers in the doctrine of endless punishment, and a 
great number of them are actually in fuvor of Universal 
Restoration; yet we find they are dispesed to do all 
within their power to suppress it! 

What we esteem still more disingenuons is, the Trus- 
tees of the ‘Evangelical Missionary Society,’ made a 
report, published in the ‘ Christian Disciple,’ (No. for 
September and October, 1821.) that they had granted 
this missionary aid ** on application from Shirley,” 
thereby siguifying to the public that the town ag such, 
which includes three societies of different denomina- 
tions, had become so reduced as to stand in need of mis- 
sionary help! ‘This is absolutely false; and we cannot 





application to them for assisiance. 
lar, when it is stated in the said articie of report, that 


learn that even the Congregationalist society has made’ 
This is very singu- | 


they never obirude their jabors upon any place, only go 
where they are expressly invited / 
We hope that these hints willbe regarded in the fu- 
ture proceedings of this society. 
A RESIDENT IN SHIRLEY. 





PROPHECY AND HISTORY. 


The 44th and 45th verses of the 11th chapter of the 
book of Daniel, contain the following predictions : 


44. But tidings out of the East and out of the Vorth 
shall trouble him; therefore he shall go forth with great 
fury to destroy, and utterly to make away many. 

45. And he shall plant the tabernacles of his pala- 
ces between the seas, in the glorious holy mountain ; 
yet he shall come to his end, and none shall help him. 


On this passage Mr. Scott, an eminent commentator, 
offers the following remarkable exposition : 

Al] the attempts of commentators to apply this to 
Antiochus have proved fruitless; for though he went 
forth with . reat indignation to subdue some revolted 
provinces in the east and in the north; yet he never 
returned into Juda, which land alone can be intended 
by ‘the glorious holy mountain.’ It is more probably 
concluded, that this part of the prophecy relates to 
events yet future. Some conjecture that the Persians, 
who horder on the Turkish dominions to the East, and 
the Russians, who lie North of them, will unite against 
the Turks; that in the Jand of Canaan the latter will 
fix theircamp with great ostentation, as well as wage 
the war with great fury ; and that there they shall re- 
ceive such a defeat, as shall end in the utter subversion 
oftheir monarcbhy.”® Seolt’s Bible, 4th American from 
the 2d London edition, vol. 3. 

The reader need not be told how exactly the above 
passage applies to the latest news from Europe of an ez- 
pected alliance between the Russians and Persians 
againsi the Turks. If Mr. Scott had written his com- 
mentary after reading a modern newspaper, he could 
not have adepted it more exactly to the events of the 
day. The character of the warfare waged by the Turks 
is accurately described by the terms ‘‘great ostentation” 
and “ great fury.”? We will not only add, that should 
the whole prediction contained in the text be found to 
apply to these events, we shall hear of no alliances be- 
tween the Turks, and other nations; for “ he shall 
come lo his end, and none shall help him.” Sucha 
coincidence is very remarkable, and we are surprised it 
has no sooner been discevered.—V. Y, Siatcsman. 

= 
To Readers and Correspondents. 

Our correspondent ‘ Patience,’ is informed that his 
communication contains too much persona) allusion to 
be inserted over an anonymous signature, 


*‘ A. M.? is received. 
*S, Peter’ will be inserted in our next. 











MARRIED, 

In this Cily.—By the Rev. Mr. Ballou, Mr. Benja- 
min Leeds, merchant, to Miss Ann B. Glover. 

By the Rev. Dr. Baldwin, Mr. Hall J. Kelley to Miss 
Mary Bradlee. 

By the Rev. Mr. Lowell, Mr, Joe] Wheeler to Miss 
Martha W. Gibbens. 

By the Rev. Mr. Pierpont, Mr. Francis Beker to Miss 
Eliza Robinson Whitmarsh. 

In Roxbury.—By the Rev. Mr. Ballov, 2d. Mr. Wm. 
Joy to Miss Mary Parker Hunt. 

In Providence, R. I.—Mr. John Miller, one of the 
publishers of the Manufacturers and Farmer’s Journal, 
to Miss Almira Field. 

—K—_—E——————S__ 


DIED, 

In this City.—Mr. Nicholas Pirtz, aged 26. Mr. 
Frederick William Ingraham, mercbant, 34. 9 
Sargent, Esq. 73, Miss Susan Wendel), 18. Mrs, Sa- 
rah Rhodes, 67, wife of Capt. Josepb Rhodes. 

Phillis Russell, 64—a good .and worthy. weman of 
color; she died@with the resignation and. hopes of o 
| christian. 
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RETURN OF SPRING AND APPROACH 
OF MAY. 
BY WILLIAM RAY. 


The signals of sammer appear, 
The fields and the forests are green, 
That cherub, the spring of the year, 
May now in fresh beauty be seen. 


The fair-branching fruit trees aspire, 
To rival each other in charms, 

And dress in their gayest attire, 
To win the sweet birds to their arms. 


The birds as if conscious of this, 
Impartially visit them all, 

Salute ev’ry bough with a kiss, 
And honor each spray with a call. 


Like Orpheus, their music can move 
E’en groves, in a dance from the ground, 
For rocks are made vocal to love, 
Conveyed in the magic of sound. 


How fragrant the breath of the skies, 
How mellow the lustre of day, 

That breaks from the morning’s blue eyes, 
And glows in the blushes of May. 


And evening so calmly serene, 
Like age in a holy decline, 

Seems longing and ling’ ring between 
Two regions, with fervor divine. 


The lamb like a juvenile fair, 

So innocent, thoughtless and gay, 
Skips forth to inhale the fresh air, 

And kiss the young blossoms of May. 


And oft like the maid is assail’d, 
And ruin’d by foes in disguise ; 

For virtue has seldom prevail’d, 
Assaulted by treach’ry and lies. 


The husbandman, seizing tis plough, 
Walks round in the pride of his might, 
The drops of his masculine brow, 
Fall freely as dews of the night. 


His home is the centre of rest, 
His heart is the birth-place of joy, 
All creatures around him are blest, 
And praise is their sweetest employ. 


Each insect, each worm, and each flow'r, 
A God of all goodness adore, 
Acknowledge his life-giving pow’r, 
And feed on his bountiful store. 


The works of creation unite, 

To lead up man’s soul to the skies, 
And seasons of rural delight, 

Give wings for his spirit to rise. 








FUR THE UNIVERSALIST MAGAZINE. 


To the Editor of the Magazine, 

Thy correspondent ‘Lay Preacher,’ having with- 
drawn himself from the field, will thee allow a friend 
the privilege of standing in his place for once? If thee 
will, please tg insert the following in thy paper called 
the Universalist Magazine, and thee will oblige thy 
friend who tabernacles in the flesh, and takes the sig- 
nature of THE LOOKER-ON. 
Now will I give sentence against them.’’—Jeremiah. 
“ Falso will show mine opinion.” —Elihu. 

Friend Editor,---The spirit hath meved me to write, 
and thus I have written; and as a champion for the 


UNIVERSALIST MAGAZINE. 
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gospel as presented to man by the Prince Messiah, who 
holds the sceptre, who is likewise the Prince of Peace, 
and in whose defence thy friend advances, throws the 
gauntlet, and challenges all and every one of thy cor- 
respondents who advocate a future punishment, to 
come forth boldly and let thee and all thy patrons 


know for whom this punishment is intended. If they 


publish that it is for our wicked and sinful brethren, 
thy Quaker friend, for so peradventure thee will call me; 
will answer, * All have sinned and come short of the 
glory of God.’ Again, ‘ There is none that doeth good, 








tion whatever to their instruction ; are they to be sent 
to a higher class or seminary to receive a punishment ? 
No: surely nobody can reasonably suppose this. Now 
this state | consider as a school, and the gospel is the 
education which is taught, and if man by his inatten- 
tion and wickedness receive no instruction here, and 
departs hence, he must be taught in another state, at 
the school] of Christ. The law acted as school-master 
unti] the coming of Messiah, after which the gospel be- 
gan its office. ‘The law was our school-master to bring us 
to Christ.’ The law school fulfilled its office as requir- 


no not one.’ Then it appears the punishment is to em- ed, and delivered its pupils which are all mankind, 
brace the whole posterify of Adam. No, say our, over to the school of the gospel, not inte a schoo} of 
opponents, it is only for our wicked neighbor who dif- punishment, and in due time will accomplish what is 
fers from us in doctrine and sentiment; and we will, now prophetic Janguage—‘ and the earth shall be fullo; 
say they, treat them with all the severity and unc! ris- the Knowledge of the Lord, as the waters cover the 
tian Jike temper we are masters of; this is the monner,'sea.’ * The Jaw and the prophets were until John,’ 
though not the precise words, in which thy correspon- | who came at the close of that dispensation, and stood 
dent Reason writes, in thy 32d No. They, that is,)im the gap-way, as the immediate forerunner of the 
Justitia, and a Christian Universalist say, the bible | Messiah, and received the Jaw of Moses, which was 
holds out futute rewards and punishments to man. | Wo% og old, in one hand, and united it with the gospel 
Thy friend khows it does, * Behold, the righteous sh 1) of Christ, which is a better covenant, in the other; and 
be recompertced in the earth; much more the wicked, thus were united the law and gospel in the person of 
and the sinner.’ This agrees with another scripture | Christ—* since which time the gospel is preached, and 
passage, ‘In the day that thou eatest thereof thou shalt |every man presseth into it’—the evident meaning of 
surely die.’ These rewards and punishments are in the | which is, that every man has a right and will be admit- 
earth---they are never said to be in heaven, unless by ited into the gospel school, cither into this state ef ex 
heaven is understood the gospel. Shall be---is in the | istence er the next. 

future tense, but nevertheless it is limited to time, not} (To be concluded in our next.) 

carried into eternity, as some of thy friends wich to in-| 
rsinuate. “Our brother, the prophet Isaiah, speaking of | 
human nature says, ‘She shall be called the Lord our 
righteousness’---at what time? When she is united od 
Christ, who now, in the present tense, is ‘the Lord our) The following account names another victim, a sa- 


ie 2% re 


Another offering to Moloch ! 


iT. : ; ° | ne ’ : 
righteousness.” At what time and where will this take | crifice to the doctrine of Devils! Every humane and 


place? Answer---in the earth, ‘ When the knowledge | sensible person in the community should lift his veice 
of the Lord shall cover the earth, as the waters cover | against this abominable, God-dishonoring, man-destroy- 
the sea.’ These are future events, but then they are! ing, hypothesis, which blasts, with deadly blight, every 


in the earth. 

If man can go clear of punishment, if there be any, | 
in another state of existence, and gain eternal life with 
what feeble exertions he can use here, then it is of crea- 
ture works altogether, and the grace and love of God 
which bringeth salvation, is out of the question. Eter- 
nal life, be it remembered, is the invaluable legacy be- 
queathed in our father’s will; it is the gift of God, and 
cannot be purchased by the creature. The truth, ae- 
cording to thy correspondent’s apprehension, is, every 
state has its rewards, but it does not follow that every 
state through which man is destined to pass has its pun- 
ishments. Those who hold to a state of punishment 
hereafter, must of necessity hold to purgaforial satis- 
faction, in which case, according to thy friend’s opin- 
ion, they are none removed from the corruptions of the 
Catholic or Papist faith. Friend Murray, writing to a 
friend, thus expressed himself—‘ Mr. Winchester ts full 
with Mr. Law, and of course preaches purgatorial sat- 
isfaction. According to these gentlemen, every man 
must finally be his own saviour! If! must suffer as 
much in my own person, as will satisfy divine justice, 
how js, or how can Jesus Christ be, my Saviour? If 
this purgalorial doctrine be true, the ministry of recon- 
ciliation, committed to the apostles, must be false: to 
wit—‘ God was in Christ reconciling the world unto 
himself, not imputing unto them their trespasses.’’— 
Records, p. 248. 

Now he it known unto thee, friend Editor, and unto 
all thy correspondents, and unto all thy readers, where- 
soever scattered abroad, that the sentiments of thy 
friend who extends the hand of charity and love to all, 
of every denomittation, are these :—Suppose a number 
of pupils are put to a seminary to teach the first rudi- 
ments of education, say the first rudiments of the gos- 
pel, if thee pleases, to fit and prepare them to enter in- 
to all the glories of a higher class, where a greater ex- 
tent of knowledge is made kuown, a certain part of 
which lay hold of instruction as their life, while the re- 








mainder are careless and negiigent, and pay no atten- 


prospect, and impiously and blasphemously traduces 
the God of Lore, who ‘is good to all,” and whose 
** fender mercies are over all bis works." 
N.Y. Gospel Herald. 

Manlius, April 3.—The wife of Moses Blowers, of 
Pompey, put an end to her natural life by drowning in 
a well, on Thursday last. Mrs. Blowers was one of 
the subjects of an awakening which had been got up in 
the neighborhood, who fancied herself a sinner beyond 
the reach of mercy! We are informed that the unhap- 
py woman stated, as her firm belief, that her ‘* sow? 
would be in hell”? before the Sunday preceding her 
death. Under the influence of feelings thus particular- 
ly distressing, she severed the cord by whose frail brit- 
tle tenure human life is suspended betwixt time and 
eternity. The deceased sustained an excellent char- 
acter, and is deeply lamented.—.V. Y. Dail, Adv, 


& Perfect Number. 


The last year, added seren to the number of churches, 
dedicated to the worship of the God of the whole earth. 
Namely—Roxbury, Milford, Westminster, Brookfield, 
in the state of Massachusetts, one each. Otsego, and 
Madison, in the state of New-York, each one. And 
one in Portland, Maine. May the present year be 
equally prolific.---¥. Y. Gospel Herald. — 





A Christian can no mere be without the Scriptures, 
than an artificer without his tools. Chrysostom. 





— 
—— 





Feast of Knowledge. 


UST published, and for Sale at this office,—A Lee- 

ture Sermon, delivered in the 2d Universalist Mcet- 
ing House, in Boston, on the evening of the second 
Sabbath in March, 1822. By Hosea Ballou, pastor. 
Being the substance of which he delivered in the Grand 
Saloon of Washington Hall, Philadelphia, on the even- 
jog of first Sabbath im January. Price 12 1-2 cents. 











